Knowledge, attitudes and practices in visceral leishmaniasis: reflections for a sustainable performance in endemic municipality 
ABSTRACT
The participation of the population is fundamental to the effectiveness of prevention and control of visceral leishmaniasis (VL) especially those related to environmental management. From the survey of knowledge, attitudes and practices (KAP) of residents living in endemic municipality for VL were study attempted to identify possible ways to contribute to the effectiveness and sustainability of these measures. From October 2010 to December 2013, community health workers visited households located in regions with and without notification of human cases of VL and observed the environmental conditions and applied a semi-structured questionnaire that addressed sources of information about the disease, epidemiological and attitude adopted. The responses were classified as "appropriate" or "inappropriate" by recommendations of the Ministry of Health. In both regions the main sources of information about VL cited were by radio and TV and only 6% of those interviewed reported the sources by health workers. Fragility have been identified in knowledge, especially about signs and symptoms of VL; the use of organic compost in homes and presence of animals within households. The results showed that a possible way to overcome the gaps involves the interaction between health workers and community guided by a pedagogical and contextualized and dialogic proposal.
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